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   In recent years, the political suffTage of foreign residents has become a social problem 
in Japan. Case studies of the suffiage of pen-nanent foreign residents in various countries have 
been conducted,, but there has been no research that has attempted to look at this issue from a 
historical perspective. In this essay, I try to shed light on the history of the exercise ofthe rights 
to vote and to stand for election by Korean residents in the period before World War H.
1 Establishment of Political Suffrage of Korean Residents
   In the Japanese Empire, although the sovereignty of the emperor wholly applied to the 
colonies, the laws of the Japanese mainland, including the constitution, only partially applied. 
In other words, the colonies had legal systems that were distinct from that of the mainland. 
   The Elections Law of the House of Representatives illustrates the difference. It estab-
lished electoral districts in the mainland but not in the colonies, and it was thus not possible for 
residents of Korea, Taiwan and other such places to vote in their home jurisdictions.2 If they 
visited the mainland, where the Elections Law was in force, however, Koreans theoretically 
had political suffrage, because they were officially considered to be "impenial subjects" after 
the Annexation ofKorea (19 10). (In the Elections Law ofthe House ofRepresentatives which 
came into force in 18 89, the first item under Article 6, "Voters must satisfy the following con-
ditions" is simply "male subjects of Japan of at least twenty-five years of age.") 
   However, it was not until after World War I that the Japanese government came to ex-
press an interpretation of the political suffiage of colonized people residing in Japan, and in 
this process, the bestowal of political suffi-age was not necessarily thought of as an obvious 
principle.3 
   After World War 1, the number of Koreans coming to live in the mainland gradually 
increased, and a resident Korean community started to develop. In 1920, the Home Ministry 
issued an interpretation of the law under which Korean residents had the right to Vote.4 in fact, 
the House of Representatives elections at the time were restricted, with the fi-anchise limited 
to men who paid at least three yen a year in direct national taxes, and it is estimated that only 
around ten Korean residents in the whole country were actually eligible to cast ballots.5For 
the Home Ministry, the political suff-rage of Korean residents was not a particularly important 
matter. 
   When the Elections Law ofthe House of Representatives was amended by the 50th Diet 
in 1925, however, and a system of universal manhood suff-rage was established, many people 
expressed concern at the prospect of large numbers of Korean residents exercising their right 
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Fig.3.PakCh'un一 帥m(right),withMaruyamaTsurt薀chi丸山 鶴 吉(1e旬andPakltoko
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